The value of colposcopy in follow-up care of the treated gynecologic oncology patient.
The diagnostic value of colposcopy for primary gynecologic malignancies is well accepted. This study was conducted to determine the value of colposcopy in follow-up examinations of treated gynecologic oncology patients. The original gynecologic malignancies included carcinomas of the cervix, endometrium, ovary, vulva, vagina, fallopian tubes, and uterine sarcomas. Distinct colposcopic changes could be identified secondary to radiation therapy, granulation tissue, surgery, and recurrent disease. One-hundred eight treated gynecologic oncology patients were colposcopically examined. Twenty-four of the one-hundred eight patients developed recurrent disease. Thirteen of twenty-four patients had recurrent disease in the vagina, on the cervix, or the vulva. The recurrent disease in these 13 patients was colposcopically diagnosed.